Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001 100010001-3 


STAT 




Next 2 Page(s) In Document Denied 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001 100010001-3 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010001-3 


OFFICE OF SWF. iNTELUGENCE 

WASHINGTON 25 . D. C. 


rflANSLATiON REQUESTED BY; 


op'viclcii it^ojects Scciv.v' 


TRAl-tStJ’iS'ED , OR 


(FiWJM) ttussian Into ^^EgH sia 

C.J'e'i — " " " 

(INTO) 




Sbor/alk 


SUBJSCfr {FOREIG?^ TITLE) 
ji'ialov po Izuchsniyn ^ypV' 


SUBJECT: {ENGLISH TiTLEj 

>a-.:Ph3 ouEh on che Oon V.r.- tha tr - ops o 


£ trie 50UG: 


>:;kI tliC: 'iCtlon xn 


REFERENCgSH. 


^•.UTHOk: -pc 3'^ : ioii" ^ .esecpTch 

* iio -ed ArnF^’* 


Oi- ^^UEUCA'tiON: .^borniji ateria ov pc .U^jicheniyu Op^-t. 


FAi<TS TRAd^SL/Vri:U; 


PUEliSHER, DAT^r AND PLACE Or PUBliCATk 
ilitary \\>hl±oh±ni£ : o’ se 
of efence, oscov. 19 /^ 4 . 


ie aoiDies^ Conoid 


13 8 FEa 36 


DISSEWUNAT 1 C»« FORM FOR INTEUIGENCE •mANSLATlON 


■Pi 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010001-3 







Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010001-3 




PAGB NUM3BR 


n'ronm^Yt-rnM o-h rm^rJp^ry _±js: 


TliROUGII ON TiiS DON bv the troops of the south-v/estern Tr 


a nd Xfhe action in the operntional depths 

Vha at.tac.’ bv the s out h-v:e stern Tront on the Jon in Doce. iber, 194^ 


Oc-ij-i O w Viluj. 7 “ .Lded • 


^ X } The Hr o a a hr o- '• ^ 


Pursuit, and (3) The Conpletion oi the Operation and the Oecurlng: 


he oucces^ 


ihe rirst phase* included Lho period fro i the loth, to the- I 


:or. Ja:r 


iria these days the troops, after fierce fight 


)r 3 ' ble to broar Prouah the tiain tins of the cneny aefensiYC j- ■ 
:iun and enbbred in tc the operational phase of the battle , 

'aie aecond ph^se bo ;an cn the lf“19th. dcce^-ber d’-rinp tto c 
•a P on ct rh,. rhase ':nd . ast od to about the 23 -P 7 th. _a:t err 


c reriod t.ho destruction of 


X n or c a s oi n s a c n 


.03 u’as '^Ciiiaved a.nd the troops reached the 
.i'iich the pl‘-n anvisionod to seenre.: 


ortp..-et2.ori 


t.ho 3rdc phasG occurred in the 


of Januo.ry, 1943 if iras charr ct ai't". a: ■/: 


' tilt or ^at r ent i i p.u. mg 


, ne ::ei eu 7 ■ 3 re 


asi'S sot O'’ t.n:: cen una. 


.-ton '-na 


in to shoe; the general prorre 


tattle. -1 dot oiled rnaiysis of the : 
lIo, but is reflected in the .aun ary. 


tpiae ..a vp' fog ‘ i\ . troops of the left ••.ing of the 
es'iuern front attac. cd er. the .oi*niny of the lo 


or oeainnxng 


n rtij lory barr.^ge at t 'n .appoint ea 


‘3t lassxve nr s' 


stri G V73.S delivered on •- he 


.. ninetv nin' te barrage of -11 the available vieapons v:as dole- 


el on t n 


e frant. line and then the infantry attacVied. 


Bitter riga ing began in the foiaaard areas of he eneiey h: 
lended zone, particulrtrly in the direction of the mein thrusts 


13 A DISSEMINATION t=ORM TRW>aaAT!ON 

(OONTOlUAtlON SEfEBT) 
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The Breal: through on the Jon 


2V 


The Brec-.k through of the Ist^ Guards .rm^ to do^Mnchar (see Sketch 1 J 
By first light on the loth* Oecetriber the r/iain force of the Iste 
Gi3.a,rds AT^^^y x-zas concentrated on the front L-erssovka.— Dhuravi^ao xn. 
this narrovz sector, IB km in depth, along 'he left shore of tie r- > 
er Don, io the Osetrovskfy bend, were concentrated three quarters of 
all the rifle units of an army, and a whole tank corpse 

At 9c3G, after the artillery preparation, the infantry att ac.:/.*. 
the battle became fierce right from the b^gn-nningo Despite pxxt* sa:-- 
art/llier^f preparation, ma.ny of the ene try ftrong points reiiiaiiica a ; 
tact and «..hc eiiern^' opened fire on the actac^ ing unitSt, ft the saa:;; 
c ii:i '3 the Jtci.i-ia.n and. Gorman, forces jiiOV(-ntGC ai c ount er—attaCtC a.iv..ii 
::anas .in an attampt to cut off oiu' infant.ry from its startiras posrT 
ion. Tlie flstc and l^tho Guards Rifle D5Yisicri3, operating in the 
center of the o.rm.y ’ s thrust, suffered particia ariy heavily o 

In thv? middlG of tho day, units ef V;he 3-95thc. i-^ifle Lltvie^on 
aero :blo to brea; y.hrongh tlio first l.irjc of defence on the noi ;h 
cdf -3 o.i heights l’;i:t.l, 155, as v:eil as vn -iie v.rcstern edge of howfr.t 
■t / 0^ the 6th. Garrds rcifle Corps, encc\mtoriT]g heav^'- enemy .i: re 
r on heiaiits 191^0 end 21V *2, as - oil as f.r;:m the vzoods north 1 
.. clontOY ^ made naiily any progress on its rialt .Clank and in tr.e 
" na attac^: oi: th - left riaah vzas n;t ::vch more succosef-u , 
Inhere the Isto aifle Division, adv-nced heavy fire, passed • 

tr-j obstacles ' nicii .had been constructed it ths dense forest, n.o. 
aa.a able to pGnGt.:a.ts the onory dt.Cenues for several hundrea meters 
r.n the sir act ion cf Svlnyukla and .heiytit 196 cO.. 

Since the oneiiy viclences trere not ’'TjrGtrat ed as xz=st a:; - 

>-:cctsd, and since it x/as impsr:' t ive thet the brcaictnroui^ no aoc-^ 
orrtt'lished / ic. ly, the arnTj*- commander dcjidod to support- th : tra otr 
attack with units of the tank corpse 

At 33-0vsn o* doc lx the 25the and xSth* I anx oorps etartsQ xci ... s 
their missions^ a half hour later the ]7th^ Tank Corps of the bta 

Array also left its departure position^ Ihe lieading units of tfiese 
Tank Corps encountered a mine field as they approached height 197. 





DIS^WiNATICW FC»M FOR tHT ELUGB^ ^ TRANaATION 

<€X3OTiN0ATION SH^ 
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-r SiFoitk^jias j PM^ 01^ '. tjh e -So» 




S 7 jit in the direction of Tverdokhlab 4nd| Bo'^char, 

Vowards the ond of thi day the striking force of the araqr had 
reached, on the right flank, height and the southern defences 

jf Tverdokhleb. In the center they were fighting for Vervekovka, on 
the left flank Pereshchepnoye had been taken and fighting was going 
on for Ol’khovj'y and Grushevo. 

The Tank Corps had been equally' sud'Cessful. The '25th. .ank Corp^ 
reached Tverdokhleb, units of iho iSth* Tahk Corps, together with 
the 44th. uuarde Rifle Division, were fighting for Verve-vovka, the 
oi'th. Taiik Corps X'jhicb had been in the 2nd* Echelon on tht lyth* of 
Liacetnber, crossed the river Don in the area of tferkh*. amon .'nd raove<^ 
iVLiickly to the river Bogucharka* The enemy, having entrenchtd him- 
self In settled localities, put up a stubborn defence* 

.hlle I ithdrav/ing, the enemy had denolished the bridge across 


the river Bogucharka which at that time VfaS not yet frozen. Unde.* 
ensrny fire and air attack, a bridge had laid by nigjit and b/ 


ss FiSK m DissaMMAnoN 

Hr? 5€ ' 


IKANSUOIQN 


/. o’clock on che IBth, of December the 25 th 4 Tank Corps, hav.Uig its 
j.sading units in the area of Barsuki, stafted to cross to ths souohi 
erxa s-hore of ths river. Follov/ing it, the 24th. Tank Corps crossed. 

With first light on the iSth* of December fi^iting started 
again on all sectors of the front. The right-flanking formations 
i'Gpulsed a counter-attack, supported by tanks and aircraft, forced 
the river Bogucharka, and captured Dantsevka, i.rasnodar and Raskovkj 
;ln the middle of the day* Now since the last defensive zone hac beei 
penetrated, the speed of our advance ittcreabod considerably. 

Units of the 4 th. GuasPdS Rifle O a np/ t A advanced almost witheut 
interruption and by the end of the day reached the line Popovka - 
Barsuki; the 6 th. Guards Rifle corps, esploiting the success of 
the previous day, attacked Boguchat** 

The enemy threw tanks and Icrrled infantry into the ar^ of 
Boguchar, putting up a stubborn defence, frequently coanter-attack-| 
ing. Despite this, the foraatlana of tiwi ^h. Giards Rifle Corps 
moved forward with det«niaiatia» and in the iid<^e of the day. 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010001-3 




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/08 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010001-3 






on the right fl^k, captared Vervekb^rka and Ldfitskoye and attacked | 
the tovm of Boguchar. - | 

After forcing the river Bogucharka the tank corps gained oper- | 
;tional freedom. Particularly successful was the 25th. Tank Corps | 
-hich tovfards the end of the day reached the area of Setrakovskiy 
Uttving moved over 70 km in one day. The S^-th, lank corps . having 
(Ivanced for more than 20 km, reached the area Dmltrovka. 

Simultaneously x^rith the breakthrough of the enen^r defences in 
tlie direction of the main thrust, the ±ifle formations were able to 
exploit their success. Towards the end of the third day the 33th. j 
iuards Rifle Division occupied Krasnogorouka , Abroslraovo, and zIonasti| 
yc-hchina. The 153 rd. Rifle Division captured Hrykh.r, Meshchepyakov , I 
.iatal'shchikov, Biz*yokov, G* romtvanskiy , and Tilciioncjvskiy , t 

The frontal attack by our Rifle formations and the attack by | 
>ur tank units from the flank and rear completely deiiu>ralized the | 

. taliav* units who started a disorganized retreat in a southerly and 
jOutn-vreEterly direction, , | 

The 29Sth* German Division defended Boguchar v^ith determination | 

) ;• V iirough t.he uninterrupted fighting of the l 8 th# of December it t 

.1 

: iCi 3 urferod serious losses and in the night from ohe 18th. to the | 
i h* of OGcember it started to v/ithdravr toimrds che sou^h. During | 
ho night units of the 6 th. Guards Rifle Division occupied l^oguchar | 
■ma Poltovkao 

Thus, in three days, the Ist. awards Aruy destrol^ed, after h>rd 
Ci 'rting, an Important sector of the enemy defended position and 
scviplstely eliminated the Italian and German forces in the Boguchard; 
sector. In order to avoid encii'clement all the other sectors of- tho 
German Antr/^s front had to be v;ithdrawn. By the end of the third 
our troops had penetrated the enemy’s defences on the rl^t flanl^ 
uo a depth of 35 km, and in the ceuter to over 20 km. In that time | 
ihe 24 th. Tank Corps made a filing advamre of 40- km, aiKl the 25th, | 

Tank Corps close to . | 


,3A 
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.i 


THE THRUST OF THS THXHD GllABDS ARMT TO KEtiZHIL The attack of the 
3rd* Guards Army began at the same time as that of the 1st* Guards 
Army, The artillery preparation because of the heavy fog v/as not 
completely successrul^^s it had be&n in the sector oi the 1st. 
Cuards Army* In addition, on the right Tlank oT the /irnry (in the 
tester of the 197th* Rifle Division) ^ because of poor visibility 
the artiileary preparation lasted for fifty minutes only instead of 
the hour and a half which had been planned* As a result, many of th^ 
flee positions vjere not damaged at all* When the uaits of the 14tho 
irie Corps started their attack In the direction of the main thrustj 
tiiey \vere met by strong artillery mortar fire from the forward 

d ^fended line as well as from the rear areas c The>? received partic- 
u arl 27 hea\^ fire from heights 168*0, 157*2, and 155*6, v/hich ghowec| 
i hc:..selvGS to be strongly defended areas, as well as from the settl^ 
localities Astakov, Sviridov, and 1 rasnokirtsk. The bc'.ttle during 
V le day was bitter and ended in the direct icm of the moin thrust 
• Lthout our troops having made appreciable progress in the directioE 
of -.stakov, and Dulenskiy, and tow^ards the north-eastern Oefences of 
.!;:-ildov* Height 168*0, P*T.F., height 155*6, remained occi.i?ied by 
' ic enemy* 

The failure of the infantry attack necessitated the comrrutment 
L the eciie3-on which ^ as to have exploited the success (Ist* Gviords 

::ohani3ed Corps)* 

The attack on the right flank of the army proceeded more fav^r-j 
,1/. ov.ards the end of the day units of the 197th. Rifle Divlsioi' 
10 d cleardd the eneiny completely fVom Verkh.i.aliniisk and had entree] 
inched on the northern edge of helots 204*2, 215*0, and on the 
•outhern edge of Verkh* Kaliniisk • (Sketch 3)* 

Already on the first day it became apparent that insufficient 
provision for FOL and ammunition had hem made* This hampered the 
free mov^ent of the tanks ami also because th^e had not been 
:?rou^ aoaaunition to subdue the enef^^s system of fire positions* 

The Army Gonsnander demandeci from the troops that they correct the 


1^4 


!3A DSSemmiON UtANSIAliON 
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raistakes made on the first day of the battle afed during the night 


sh supplies of fuel arid up so that/ithe 

riing of the 17th* a nevj attack could be mountM to fulfil the- 
1 s set for tile previous day® 30 minutes of artillery preparation 


to staimt the attack {from 07.45 to 05,15 hours). 

On the morning of the 17th* of i)eceral,*er more or less bitter 
:ts developed in the direction of the nain thrust. 

Units of the 294th* and 62 nd. (Germen) Infantry i)i\»-isions i/er^ 


ole to bring up their reserves and the 34th. Rifle Corps v/as Unable [ 


rttl the middle of the day, to break throu^ the eneniy^s defences. | 
For this reason the nr my Commander decided not to v^ait until 1 

I 

e sifie forinations were able to breal: through the defei'ces but to [ 

i 

mnlt the 1st* >jards - echanized Corps, yith the objective of brenKr4 

hroiigh the enemy defences and to exp'.oit suceess in a south- I 

■ \ 

:: t.srly direction* j 

1300 hours the 1 st* kiards echaniAod dorps entered the | 


ong the boundary (exclrdin, height 95. B, and (excludin; 


I 




utS'Uly- Jvespite determined defence, units of the Corps were ab.lo 
.o:k into the f ^r war’d s defended area and, exploiting success- 

3 t.iginning to move forward uuickly. As a result of the battle iiil 

1 

B eeconci half of the day and diu*ing the night to the iBth* of | 

oo-ober the Corps occupied Astaklov and Il»in* Part of the Corps’ I 




fighting for . on’Icov and Bokd^skaya at last ii^t on the I 


th. of Jeceniber* 

The 14 th. Guards Rifle Division, tai ing advantage of the succeii 
if he 1 st* Guards echanized Corps, tcyyai^s the end of the 17th* 
joc ember, dislodged the enemy from D^lensk. The i59th* and 203rd. 

; Ixle Divisions fought for Sviridov and Krasnokutskaya. The situatia: 

on the army’s flanks, in the sectors of the 197th* and >0th. Guards 
Rifle Divisions, reraained unchanged* 

On the IBth. of Deceniber, the ist* Guards ^ echs^ized Corps and 

iir its of the 14 th. Rifle Corps continued their advance and by the 
3 rd of the day seised r ^»kov, B<^orv^aya, and Star.^eoaisave The 



13A DtsssmumoH fouA rok 


a _ 
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.... t.hip> .Bqis, 


—9^ 



last or the eaen53r*s derendad lines had been penetrated* During the 
ssime day units of the 1st* (iuards i^echanized Oorps, and of the 266ti4 
cirie Division, advancing to Irushiliy from the south, and not meet>| 
Ing any serious opposition, occupied £.rivoshlykov . Belavin, and | 
n.siogubov. The left flanking division of the army, fulfilling its ? 

I 

irevious assignraent continued the fight along the line of the river j 




Thus, by the end of tho t/hird day of the attack, the 3rd. iiuard| 

I 

any had succeeded in advancing 15 to 20 km in the direction of the ^ 


!-:-n thrust, and had accomplished a breakthrough of the enemy^s | 

j# 

ni'o-ice line* The troops started the pursuit of the v;ithdr8.\^ng i 

I 

)aits of the 294th. and 62nd. (ierman and of the 7th. and 11th. j 

: manian i)ivisions, trying to achieve their encirclement and dest~ | 
a ction in the area of i ruzhilin. i 

I 

: f; iVJTIJH OK THE i^kONi OF TH^ 5TH. TANK Encountering determine^ 

aaistance on th -ir front, the troops of the 5th. Tank Array made 1 
V Jy insignificant inroads into the enemy defences in the three daysj 
om tho 16th. to the l^th. of December, degardlees of the lack of | 
regress, the nrmy by its determined activity, not only tied the I 
forces doi-.n. but also inflicted heavy losses in men and i 

I 

V 't *3rialo 

I: ATTACK ON ' HS LEFT ivTNG OF THE FROfT (Sketch 1). The 

oronezh front had received the assignment to support the Deceraber 
deration of the south-western front. For this purpose the Commander 
:? the Voronezh front had formed a striking force frcHn componeats of 
le 6th. 'iTiny vjhich x\^as to operate in close cooperation with the 
:t. Guards Army of the south-western front and to protect its flank 
cm any counter-attack from the west. 

The attack of the 6th. krmf started at the same time as that of 
he troops of the south-west«a front. htlUzing a bridg^ead on the 
ight shore of the Don, the main forces of the army, under artillery 
cever, crossed to the other shore, broke through the forward line 
f defence, and started to ptt&h aheod. 


,3A BBSOWMION 
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Despite the determined resistance: oy the I'^alians, and many 
ourit erat t ack s < support ed, by tanks ahci aircirlrt f the foli owing pi ac 
ere occupied by the units oi the ^rniy by 12 o^ciock: the 15th. Rifled 
orps -heights, lyiol, l62o3, heresovka and 204*1; the i27th. Rille I 
5-x^islon - the eastern outskirts of JIov.Kalitva and heists 197*1? 

The penetration of the enemy defences to a depth of 2-3 km pre-;, 
■nttjd the opportunity to introduce the echelon which was to exploit - 

L ssuccGsa* Only the 17th. Tank Corps, operating in the Osetrov f 

I 

set, or, vfas unable to exploit success becauas they were being held j 
vp ft; height 197.0. > 

The situation vtas made more difficult because the main tank 
ice of the army (the &Znd» and 2l2th. Tank Regiments as vrell as | 

!:& SlSth, Tank Brigade) v;as also in the Osetrov sector and could 1 


i ft come to the support of the army's main striking force. ! 

During the night the troops dug themselves in and prepared 
:,-"ss t o fissume the attack in the morning of the 17th. of DocercberiJ 
• feanv.Tiile the 17th. Tank Corps v;ith its motorized brigade, to- 
■?r with the motorized brigade of the 25th. Tank Corps, capture . : 
, f:;iio-ch'e];ov, and at first light moved to the breakthrough and the 
. faMtry support tanks followed them Into battle. By the morning of ; 

i s 17th. of Deceraber the crossing to the right shore of the :>aa of : 

i 

; divisional artilleries and of the anti-tanl<. artillery regimsnts ; 


; ■!; keen conipJ-eted, 

The Italians and Germans, operating from a strongly fortified 
csition in the rear along the boundary Ivanovka, Tsapkovo, Orobin- 
l iy, Dubovikovka, continued to offer stiff resistance, partiOTularly 
n t iG sector llov...alit«a, Ivanovka. By the of the day the div- 
isions of the first echelon occupied the defeiKied points Tsapkovo 
lad Orobinskiy. The l?th. Tank Corps ccxiquered DubovUiovka. 

On the IBth. of Deceab^ the ctmtinued its successful ad- 

icnc 3 in the direction of the main thrust. The 17th. Tank Corps, 
after a fierce fi^t, entered Piaarevka aiai, leaving parts of the 
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Breakthroufai on the Dor 


mo^crized rifle brigade as a holding fbHse, advanced with one brigaA 
to Taly, vdiere in the evening the^ beO^e involved in a bitter | 
battle which lasted all night. With the remaining troops the corps | 
advanced energetically in the directic® of i antemirovits , and at 
or.)30 hours on the 19th. of DecembeaP it reached i ramarevka. 

Within a period of 3 days, trie defences of the 5th, Italian | 
Division had been dastrojred, and units of the 6th, Army, having ad- I 
vnced 20-25 km. had gained operational freedom. Ulthin the same 
eriod the l?th. Tank Corps had jilready reacts a depth of 45ioa. 

■ tus the 6th. army had succeasfiilly completed its assignment to 
support from the west the striking force of the South-Western Front j 
prom 10 o’clock on the 19th. of De.senber the 6th. army was placed ! 
ur;der command of the South-West^l® Front* t 

Rtrjr.iaHy OF THl! FIRST PHA3S ^ THE Or-SRATIOM.. | 

ah the result of three days' fighting by the troops of the south- ' 
estern and Voronezh frontt. the strongly fortified defences of the 
r,®ay had been penetratfjd in the direct toh of the main thrust, ihe 
Italian, Huraanian, and German troops started a disorderly retreat ; 
In a southerly and south-westerly directiiai* The enemy had suffered ^ 
ra lendous losses* During these days C'^er seventeen thousand casual- 
; 0.3 v.'ero inflicted on tie eneny, and <wer four thousand prisoners 
s well as much booty v^au taken. 

By the end of uba H^th. of Decemhet^ the brea^ throu^ in the J 
direction of Boguchrr was about 60kto <leep and in the direction of ^ 
cD)kovsk 20 km. Thf depth of penetratleh b> our troops on the right | 
riank was about ,0 km and, in the cent^ about 15km* ^ 

The succe/s of the operation can bfe ascribed -o the careful | 
r^eparatien, the surprise of the attack, and the concentration of j 
. orces in the broken-through sectox%* Also to be noted the realisti(| 
commanding of the troops and the Clear 1 d ailewtlon of t.e aim, j 

c.uick stock-taking of the d ficlendies and the organization of the | 
Jreai;throu#i in the first day, the coordlxiatito of the activities i 
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Vj raak’thgou^ on the ^ ^ ^ ^ “ -—---t-— ■ 

;,.r the ^rarious arms and their clever m^.peu^e.oh the field of 

The speed of advance during the first day was reduced partic- 
.p-.iy bv the lack of success of theinfantry and the fact that the | 
4k. v^ere held up in the Osetrov sector. These tv.o delays gave the | 
the opportunity to bring up reserves and artillery int,o the j 

tors of the breakthrou^, .^ich made the task of tte attacking | 

:.roes more difficult in the second and third day of t.e operation, j 
The difficult snd continued battle on the front ol the 3rd. | 
juerds and 5th. lank Army, can be explained by the fact ^hat in ^ | 

; f ont of the left v:ing of the south-vrestern front the ma:»ority of | 
■;= opposing forces consisted of Germans. One of the cost Important | 
: ^ n of this group was to prevent the advance of the 3rd. hiards 
, - ,r. so that it could not support the Tormos and . oteluikov battle j 
vps which -were trying to encircle Paulus* forces behind otalin- 

.he thrusts by the -anlc Corps to Tatsinsk and .-.orozovsk ana 

,, ouccessful action against the Krazhil group of the enemy, -t- 


■^.-d - ha nians of the German command. i 

"''"Lr Lmmnn Tl. .HE OFSilATigS A L uSPl'H . ^HS D^PSKCS . A ^ J 

P!:HS1iIT OF THE SMSPIY 

,15 ar«n.it of 1 orv,«r<i def«,d«J ere. hevlac 6eeo broken^ 

. ..U,,! in the direction oi BodJinliw: and iiol.ovek end ot the lo-- 
I‘ . i,rra n».ber oI the ,n«.y ror«atldnd had been destroyed, ; 
no retreat by the IteUian, Eue^en add denean force, began. 
;:,oreble corkiition, for encircling strike, deyeioped. The ^r»n . 
e,.,„„nd, in an effort t. halt onr sdccefni 

..dng no reserye, fr« the rear a, well n, fr- noignbcring front,. 

' y_ id «v.r»» noasokh to the south ana 

Intensive rail movement on the line rt-.„sloDe 

T<vhava Hillerovo said LilJiaya - Moro^ovskly d P 

on the lines bikhaya - Hillerovo a« 

Pew units were identified in front of the. 6th. and st. ; 

.rmies. The third Italian ,ilpinl Divislan. the 385th., 387th. oerTn.,j 

infantry diyinio n, a, nnii « I 

- m wsswwAWw ig^ 
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;06th. German infantry division had despatched In the direction 

1 Sokovsk, and In the direction of Ghertilshkov concentration of new 
I oops was notice^o But all these ef-forts by the enemy Tailed to 

H 

t op our further ad^anee® | 

•faking this into account, the Ccxm'i^dOT of the iiouth-Westem I 

I 

Toirt, in a special order explain^ to the troops the necessity of I 
oritlnuing the determined pursuit In order to dcvstroy the enemy i 
(liEpletelyo The formation commanders tf^^ere instrucned not to get | 
rivoJjved in lengthy battles for InditridiiaX defendeil points^ but to | 
rypass these and to leave behind encircling forces*. The troops were | 
nstructed that they should fight continuously and ihould not break I 
}rf the battle during the nigjhts* ( 

The order reouired from the mobile forSei^ and from the reinfor^ 
:ed f onward elements that they captin*e the enemy ^s avenues of vdth-| 
^rai^ralo The tank and mechanized formations received thu’efore a ! 

» rticularly important assignmentb They vrere to try to penetrate \ 

■ 5 p into therear areas, capture the m or eimp or t ant rail J\;a'ction^, | 

? cat communications, to destroyer stop the approa^ing enevy re- { 
rr.^/ 3 S, and to assist the rifle formations of the Front in the com- 
destruction of all hostile forces in the ar\a of the miodle 


The pursuit of the main forces of the 8th> lta.ian Axw and 
r deatruction (Sketch 


On the 19th. of December, the Ist^ Quaat^s Arcgr pursuing the 
-^creating enemy reached the line %k, Ohikun, Poltava, D^yachenkcval 

I 

Its ferv/ards elements contained mobile forces on tracks .reinforced j 
:7 tanics, anti-tank guns, and 76 sisi guns* I 

The tank Corps, moving forward dsterfidnSdly, destroyed t*f^ntryl 
as 5 d cut deep into the rear of the snsiayo ihiriiig the 19th. of De^vert- | 
ber the 24 th. Tank Corps approached the area of the Kanokov al.hy«| 
enskaya, and having their foac^/ard elements moving to Sheptukhovka ! 
ard i^tKlinovka* The 25th. Tank Corps cm the l9th« of Decker occupie 

S etrakovskiy * 


I3A MSSSMMA1ION iOKM M 
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The TanV Corps , operating in close cooperation with units I 

of -Che 1st . Guai-ds, nsy, pursuiaP#^#iate|^vanced to Verkhriyab^j 
Dkiy and I'.oshov, having been given the imtaediats task, together v;lt 2 i| 
i:h© 153 rd. xtifle division, to capture the latter. _ f 

During this time the Italian and German forces from the area ^ 
r RogiiChar started to withdraw to the south. At the same time tne j 
oilian divisions withdrew from the river Don in the soctor Podkolo- j 

ncyc to Mtgultnskaya in a south-westerly direction, ? 

Considering those favorable circumstances the Front Commander ; 
.•dered the 1st. Guards Army to encircle and destroy the en^my in 
:,G ^:rea Boguchar mgulinsk. In order to fulfil this asaignifieit the , 
■niy Commander decided to continue the pursuit of the eneiny vri-ti. the: 
i.th. Guards nifle Corps in the general direction of ;ailerovo, evd | 
c use the 6 th. Guards Corps, the iSth, Tank Corps, and the 15.ird„ 

ij’le Division for the encirclement, | 

The 24 th. and 25 th. Tank Corps were given the assignment tii 
r.rsu.e the enemy in their previous direction and to advance to tV.e 
..a TatsinsKaya and : orozobskiy as quickly as possible, 

' 

The Raid on Tatsinsk 24th,_.T j ink Corp . s , 


The 24 th, Tank Corps, after breaking enen^ resistance, reaches j 
dra srsa Degtevo by the 20th. of Docembir. On the 22nd. of December j 
ne corps had already conquered Bol^ehinka. and. during t.e morning j 
the 23rd. of December, after a bitter fight, captured Skosyrsk, 

.1. 2 o’clock, on the 24 th, of December, units of the corps eraei'god 
Cram SUosyrsk and by 6 o'clock on the ik^h. had taken up. their da- 
rar-ture positions on the approaches to Tatsinsk, , 

At 1730 hours after a salvo by tie rocket launching unite of tte 
Tank Corps, from three sides, simultaneously with all three brig- 
ades, the attack started. By 0800 horirs the railway and highway 
south-east of Tatsinsk were cub. At 3900 hours, units of the corps, 
broXe into the southern airdrcMne, destroying the ^nic-stricken 
s lying and technical personnel, it 1100 hours the railroad station 
as captured where a transp<^ with 50 aircraft and a transport of 
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DI was destroyed by our troops o 


The Germans, trying to recapture the lost areas, threw tanks 
Ith tank-riding submachine gunners into the battle^ All these 


i; tacks \jer& repulsed and by 1700 ho^2rs th^ town was completely 
II our hands 

and the Tank Corps organized all-^around defence in ordei 


GO be able to hold it until the arrival Of our rffie unit So 


The advance by the 24thp Tank Corps to Tatsinsk had great op- 
.-national importance/ The Corps ctat the only railvfay which supplied 
Ghe German troops, concentrating in the area of Tormos as well as 


n the German evacuation route westv/ai^ from that areao 


The Strike of the 25th> Tank Corps on the Rear Installations 




The 25th* Tahlc Corps pushed fotrward energetically during this 
.Ime as wello Destroying the hostile groups which it had aet along 


L ;s route, the Corps by 1900 hours on thd 19tho of December broke 
’ ito ; ashar, completely destroting the entire garrison of about 


;00G men* 


During the night 20/21 Docemb«r the Cbrps started to move agai; 
r* the direction of T'orozovak* Genaan defensive efforts increased# 
jring the 21st* of Deceinber units of the Corps had to wage cont in- 
cus battle in the areas Pomino-Svechinko, ^’ervomaysk, Tverdoklileb, 


r.d Gusarovskiy • 

During the m to the 24th* of Deeenber# units of the Corps 


^Dught v/ith strong German detachments and reserves which had been 
j.rou^it up from fkirozovsk* As the result of the developing condit- 
ions, the 25th* Tank Corps t^porarlly adsuned the defensive until 


yae arrival of the rifle units* 


The action by the 25th* Tank Corps la the enenqr^s rear vras 
(if great help to the successful advaiuse of the 1st* and 3rd* Guards 


. rmies* 


The emJircl^aent and IdLguidati^ of the Boguchar-^Mlgulinsk 


^&ssr C^ouping 
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While the 24 th. and 25th. Ta^ (k? 3 rps, .pursi|Lng the enemy, oper- 
ated in its rear in the area Tatsiiiislc , the rifle form— 

■tlon was followdng immediately behind the Tank Corps pursuing the 
‘ ; treating enemy day and night without letup. | 

The 4 th. Guards Rifle Corps in the middle of the zlst. of dec- | 
; 3 'ber, reached the line Hove-Markovka , i-an’koy— ; alitvenskj having itii 
forward elements on the approaches to Chertkov and bheptukhov. | 

The 6 th. Guards Rifle Corps, after destropUig the sneiay in the : 
ii'ea of Radchensk , toward the end. of the 20th. of December, reached j 
:.he area Sokhrannaya, Zherebtsovsl iy, . hlebnyy, Popovka, ai.d towards*^ 
i-..b.e end of the next day engaged the line Setraovsk|ry , Arbusjvka, | 

P osdnyakov , Makarov 6 ; 

The 153rd. Rifle Division, together with tvfo brigades of the ; 
liiih. Tank Corps, occupied Meshkov on the 20th. of December, witb. ^ 
•art of its forces moving in a westerly direction, made conta-.t \'jith| 
lits of the 6 th. Guards Rifle Corps. Thus the complete oncirc..e- | 
;r:nt of the main force of the Boguchar-Mlgulinsk group of about- 
-eiity th^.'usand enemy was accomplished. 

The 35th. Guards Rifle Division had been brou^t up from the | 
-serve and placed in support of the 6 th. Guards Corps, and by the (| 
^nd of the 21st. of December had dug in along the line Mnl.Lozovka - | 
iJ okseyevo-Lazovka v.'ith the assignment of preventing the escape of j 
-epsrato enemy groups in a south-westerly direction. The battle for , 
:ii 3 final annihilation of the encircled onauy was begun. Sufferxng j 
a,.avy losses from our artillery fire and seeing the hopelessness of i 
xiiQir situation, largo groups of Italian soldiers surrendered. 

AS the result of the battles of the 21st. and 22nd. of Oecembei 
alone, units of the 1st. Guards Army, taking part in the encircfeemec; 
took over fota^een thousand enemy soldiers and officer prisoners. 

By the 23rd. of Decemb«: the greater part of the encirci-ed troops 

ot prisoiiex*# 

only the remnants of the se. of the 298th. German Infantry 
division, and of the Italian Blackshirts, encircled from all sides,; 
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rontinued their stubborn resistance. Hairing organised all-around 
iefence, this group of about 6000 men, several times, on the 23rd. 

December, tried to break out in a south-westerly direction. By 
i o’clock on the 2Vth. of December, units of the 6th. Guards Corps, , 
completely annihilated the remaining Italian and Uerman troops. j 

Thus the main force of the Italian and Uerman force vdiich was j 
located opposite the 1st. Guards army, had been destroyed, and only j 
cm.ll units were able to withdraw in a westerly or south-westerly j 

t; 

direction© f 

m wo P.,rsult a n d the Advance of the Formati o n s ^ the Ls tg . ^ 

Hue r ds Arsm/- to the Boundary for Consolidate, gIL. 

"""“DuriBS th. time that 6th. Rlfl. c=rp. ».Shd battl. J 

th. snclrcl^l ensay In the .re. of Arhotoek.. the hth. Uonrds j 

. Ifle Corps continued the pursuit of the enemy. t 

Particularly fierce fighting took place for the strongly fort-j 

iied sector Uartmashevka and Chertrovo, itooircling tne enemy b. 

i2nd. of December, the corps with its min force advanced by j 
• ne 24 th. of December to the line i riskoye, .iikhaylovo-Alek8andro\ ... . 

Units of the 6th. Guards Rifle Corps, after liculdating the 
.ncirclfedg enemy, on the 27th. of December, advanced to the area of; 

illerovo and joined the battle £or this town. 

The ISth. Tank Corps, after combletgoii of the encirclement of ; 
he enemy in the area of Arbuaovka, received the assignment to ad- j 
.ance to the area 7 erkh.Chlrskiy and to cut the enemy’s route of | 

. ^thdrawal from Veshensk. iuickly moving in an easterly direction, : 
auits of the corps reached Vorkh. Chirskiy by 2 o’clock on the 22nd| 
of December, where a bitter fi^t developed. The defenders which Pr 
consisted of the 2nd. Italian Infantry Division were destroyed in 
an elght^our battle. In Verkh.dhlrskly the Tank Corps alone took 

P500 prisoners* 

operating in the area Verkh.Chirekiy and ll*ichevka. the iSth. 
Tank corps cut all the roads by which the ehtay could have withdraw 


,34 WSSBMIN«ION 


rntAHSUitioN 
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Fij' raorning of the 24 th. of December the Cprj^ r^^ the area of | 

dllerovo* - ^ , •" j 

By reaching the boundary Krizkoy©-ia.ll«t*o^<>, the 1st. Guards * 

: Ky completed the second phase of the operation. Despite the diff- | 
solties created by the vfintry conditions and despite the lacK of ^ 
-ansport and the ever-lengthening lines of communications, the in- ^ 
-atry advanced within six days a distance of 100 to 120 km, an av- ; 

3 . age speed of I 6 to 20 km par day. 

Development of the Attack of the ^d . Guards Amx 
On the 19th. of December, the 197th. Rifle Division, advancing f 
71 ..ruzhlle from the north, met in that area elements of the 
flo and of the 1st. f.echanized Corps, advancing on Kruzhi-le frcm 
■ ( south. Thus towards the end of the fourth day of the operation, j 
n; array, by occupying the area of Kruahila, completed its first 

.^-oignment . 

The enemy succeeded, during the night of the 18th. to the x^th, 

' D xcember in vrithdrav/ing considerable portions of his troops .. .om 
,0 . vniKhils sector and in fortifying himself on the southern sricre 
river Chir. The main body of the Italian and Rumanian forces, 

. .he meantime, continued their withdrawal in a southerly and soutfc, 

> Bterly direction* j 

The Front Cotmaander, concerned about the exploitation of t.ae ; 

. otle activities on the front of the 3rd. Guards Army, in his dis- j 
.sions on the 19th. of Oecember, ordered the array commander to j 
, ;.ns his main force ina southerly direction end to pursue, with- j 
t letup, the ^withdrawing enemy. At the same time, ii. was demanded | 
r: the 3rd. Guards Array that they move into the area of l^orozovskai^ai 
.s a first priority and together v?ith the 24 th. and 25th. Tank | 

torps to deliver a thrust at the rear of the Tomosk groupJ4e of the 
.aeray. The latter. In connection vrlth the forward movement of Hann- 
joein’s group from the area of Kot^nikov in a north-westerly dir- 
rotioa. posed a serious threat to the le^. flank of the ffont. 
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1 xbanslSiion 




Conforming to the orders of the aommander of the Front, the | | 

army Commander decided to advance with his main forces in the gen- \ 
oral direction of orozovsk and by the end of the 20th. of December | 
to reach a line : Sovkhoz "Red Dawn", Ponomarev, Nozh.Solinsk, v-hilc 
dispatching the 22nd, Motorized Rifle Brigade In the direction of ^ 
NovcAstakhov-Astakhovsl: e 

The 1st, Guards Mechanized Corps was dispatched to orozovsK ; 
vith the task of occupying this point and to be prepared, in cooperj 
..tion with the 24 th, and 25th. Corps to deliver a thrust into the 5 

rear of the Vormosk group of T:.h^ enemy, ' 

The Commander of the 1st, Guards Mechanized Corps, preparing t 
his main force to advance from the area of ■ arginsk towards th| 
.cuth, during the night of the 19th,/20th. of December, sent his i 
17th, Tank Regiment from Astakov to the Sovldioz "Red Dawn" with the ^ 
assignment of advancing on the lines o7 communication of the J 

drawing enony. This regiment, as a result of a forced night march c) 
out the • ithdrawal routes of the enemy in the area of the Sovkhoz 
died Davm" and after the battle disperses a large group of the enciA, 
Ithdrawing from Kruzhile, destroyong in .he course of battle abort; 
.en thousand officers and men, ’.;hich helped considerably in the suco 
es.eful pursuit of the enemy on the right flank of the army, ^ 

The 1st. Brigade of the 1st. Guards .Mechanized Corps captured | 
rcpovka towards th 0 end of the first day destroying or txbing pris-| 
oner over 2000 men; the third Brigade continued the movement in thej 

direction of Grekov; the 2nd. Brigade continued the battle in the : 

I 

area of Bohovsk* \ 

Taking advantage of the success achieved by the ..ecc,anized Corp| 

uhe right-flanl<ing Rifle Divisions v/ere alie to advance <uickly, and* 

v.owards the end of the day reached the area of Sovkhoz ".rasnaya* j 

I 

r.ax^^a” and PonomareTo I 

The Divisions which were operating in the direction .'f Bokovsk j 

.^th the 3rd,. Brigade of the Mechanized Corses, after thre. days of j 

i 

I 

r nr 13* i)issB»»wiow» :ci!ia,fg!» 4 aff i^“^^ 
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aT^ofllrf.h r’isin!^ 0« 'the Ocg 


"PA'^B l>ijUi^i^ 

20 . , 


,<««• flShtlng c»P->ur«i . ,».lc»., Sv«ar«..y^=>:i.y, .»<1 “-‘j 

-..ntioaed th.ir .OT»M>t in a : 

la „h, ran»inia6 s.-^or of t».. left> tlanl- of oho .™y thoo. wo;, 

■ ,tole Obahge. The Qormah .hd KrnmO.^ foro.w oohtlhuod oholr or,®-, 
,^0 :.f«,e! Of ohodh oocupdod pohdOfohs. fopododhg add oh. oh„«PW;, 

Who 203rd. and 50th. Ouwds Sifd. Dlrtoloas to advanc. 1» a 

.v'!y direct ion. 

tha 2dat. Of hooemhor. add In th= fod:.,„ing day. t".. 

.t.tach in th. oontrad saotor on tha right fd.nh of tha amf ft „ 

.„r. anooasafnd than on tha daft. A farorabd. c.nditlon la. 

..,ak on tha rear of tha ohsrnl.haoak ananr position davodopad . ■ 

Ootpdylng with tha oyar of tho Fron, Oonnandar. tha army 

g fhe 22nd. .iotorized aiflt Briga'l:.- or' 

-,.^er p-ave this assignment to the ^^ tvx . 

r,f.a dlrlalons v.hioh ,,ar. advancing 1# th. cantrad ttctor, fr.-:, 

W ,„t fdanklng divisions war. to ranch tha boundary SlKod'ukay,, 
war. pokrovkn. by th. nornlng of -ha 24th. 8f D.a»bal-, .0 ,»■ 
c noh thonsedv,., thara, and to supro« fr.w th. want tha .,tt,ck 
rotations of the arnyc 

units of the 1st, Guards .eohanl.zed Corps, after a litter t,.. 

- . -,06th. Garnan Infantry Division south c* Grekov, over,. , 

division, and pnrsnl.»e in a aorthard-/ dlr,ctl-,n. by the to „ 

. ,,, , 3 ra. of X.co,.b.r, oaouplad tha -toundary Stapano - t,vc , , , 

.. lali.anavs,ay.. By tha avanlng of the Sana day lha der.c.ng w,.- 
; >-<=- Corns reached the area Milyutinsi aya. 

’ ibe ^ind. separate Motorized Rifle Brigade, after fulfill ^ 

rs task toseiner with other units of the army, of eacrrcllns ^ 

aroup in Chernishe^sk. reached the area of rervomaysu d... t ^ 

>v ond its leading elements engaged i uznetso^, . > * - 
>."d, of OGceraber and its ^.Baaine -..t-r,,, 

oith. Ddvdsion. by tba s»a. td.c. ooenpiad th. .attd.^ 

.1 <.v 4 xr enclrcleaierit vras t-hus c*v- 

•alakhov, Talovka, Dmitriyevskiy. she encarc 

rid-t fdanking divisioh. startad to _ on tha -h. 
of Dsoanhar fro. tho di.a Pbpbrha. shsdnya«k, Po non^av, ih ^ - 

-T5r-DBSB*B«TOH 




~ pypflkr.hroxifih on 


h 


r»Aa KxnrQXig;Q w 

Bypassing centers o. ene.y resist |. 

„.ee the divisions reached the eastern shore or the river . alitva |. 

.le end of the .4tn, of decenher, and occupied MloLshaya, ^ 

, eLovo-3tepanovka, H’yinka. rokrovha, where they sx,ca-ted to .or.. 

: i,..,aselves along thoir foxn-iard boundary. 

on the 24th, of decembbr the situation changed. The enemjs 

. Msing that his position in Chernishevsk was untenable suartea 

' r in order to avoid encirclement, ht the same tlm., ne 
..-:ed to stem, with all his available forces, the advance by^.w- 
Motorised kifle Brigade and the 266 th, Rifle Bx-«isxon 
Relentlessly pursuing the withdrax.ing enemy, the xe.t- .6, 

occupied Rubashkin, Petrovskiy, and Paramoncv ^ 

.^alnd half of the day, and together .^th the 346th. Birision o. 

a, ''ank Array, ohernishevsk, 

th. ,ne.y oo»c,„tratl,s »» to. 

,,y. - ohernyahovoK, an. »«. preparing to halt fn. lurtnar 

lo, of oor troop, on the lln. of the river Byatraya. ^ ; 

■■.ctanitea corpe. -.hicK had Been left Behind to hold the 

nver omleya, r«,e no. ordered to odtflanh the enotn^ ..nreo ■ 

j vsvT- •t'Vttn o£ Docsinl)©?* > S6xzc 

r.ding the area Milyutinsk, and by .he 25th. oi 

" horning of the 25th. of 3 eoe,b«-, after re-grouping , to< 

Heohanitad Corpa atart.d to ettaoh, dislodgeo the .....u, 
;l defence. fr» the move cleared the settlement. ..ily.hine. 

:;.-rf'„din, md, exploiting auoce... reached v,ith it. .nain ferae, -r 

:„»d.ry lurtpln. Sagomay., ^ naving hecce separ 

-he o 66 th. and the 203 rd. Rifle Dlvi.icn,. having 

.. .d ;:.'the corps hy a conaiderahie ^ 

i.n of Skoayrsk in forced aarches. ..eanwhlle, to 

•I4- of the remnants of the 14th. Rumoi-»i 

-Mens, continuing the pursuit of the remnanu 

■ ,1,, 25 ^n. of December reached the line Sl.Selivanovsica 

)ivision, on the 25tn, or Oecembe 

3^ryatyy, U3t*-Qryasnovskiy, and by the ^ o 

'tvached the river Ciailaya, — ^ 
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On the 26th. of December am the rollowins days the Isto Guards 
eehanised Corps was engaged in Tilting along 

'leir front. The left-flanking divisions cmtinued their advance :uv 
/■ the 2?tho of December reached the line Skosyrsk, Prlshib^ Furthe 
dvance was impossible because of the well-organized enera^ defences. 

Thus the second phase of the operation - the pursuit of tr-^ 
i.thdrawlng enemy on the front of the 3rd* Guards Army — was cum- 
'eted bv the 25th* to the 27th* of Deceiabero The snoT.y , by brxr-gtr, 

: reserves, had been able to entrench himself on the far shore n: 
i-iver Bystraya, and was able to halt temporarily the advance rr 
r *:roOT3B«> 

DurSjig the r?eriod from thel9th* to the 26 t;ho of December, unit 
u the. riglit flank and in the central sector had advanced betwe^^ 

.0 'r.o 120 --m, and on theleft flanlv between and 90 : nxo Tne cpc't:' 
Mie -ovenent of the ist* Guards ^iechanized Corps v/as somewh; v, 

• rlier and averaged 20 krn per day* 

T]'^^ Flanks of the Front, 

•nj^the Xrontl s z'ight Tv'ing the troops of the 6tho array cox>.t u-.: 
‘:dr* aaoignment of the l9th* of December* On that day the - _ 
vi sion, after bitter fightings seized Novi, alitva where lo 

u ,'-.aru'' prisonors ivere talv(^« 

The I7tho Tank Corps advanced with determination and by tl.u 
of the 19tho of December its tank brigades reached Kcuy- :^: 
-/a. aud broke into the town after a twelve-hour battle* Durxn 
C‘ battle for bantemirovka tfe corps destroyed over 1000 Itafu n 
j-T5-aers and non and took over 1500 prisoners, and besides, mua* 
ot y *vv^a s t a k en * 

By reaching the area of . antemirovka, the caeps assisted c n- 
iderably the ad'g-ance of the 6th, arasy and covered, the right f .• n!; 
f the 1st. Guards .4rmy of the sotith-vrestem front from a counter 
ttaok from the west. At the same t5jae, important conHTiunicaticn.s 
ore cut in the ensTiy's rear, and as vifell as his, closest rail',va> , 
t>.o line Rossosh'-Milleroroj^. 
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Aftrer* handingovex* the . aiiLterni.z*ov"r-a qt^q. to the ririe unxtSj 
17t;h. Tank Corps advanced to the south. It occr.pisd Boloshino on 
’,0 22nd. of DecerHber> and on the 25th. of Jecember, v/ith Itc va:^ri 
; or-cas, started to blockade .-^illerovo from the west. It thus had 
rvrnpleted its assignment. 

Starting with the 21st. of December the battle took on a tirtOh 

ore determined character. The German command tried not only to sto; 

. . . jL. ^ ^ 4 Vi AI'I*. *5 Oji 

' icl'vanco OU'Cr ai-S^O X>0 ifiUUXiLr ct ^ 

'.otamirovka and 3 isarevka, For that purpose fresh units were bi cv:-.,-r 
kv him. By strong counter-attacks the enemy v.'as able to stop oo;r 
;.vance of the 127th. Rifle Division on the line Kov.-alitva -hvat . 

In the direction of the main thrust units of toe Ipoh. ftar .■.* 

, r v-s , bre-ai ing rue resistance of the remnant? of thr 15th. itsd.d ,j 
vision and of ohe .fresh ti*oops v/hich had been movoo up, on 
v;;:.., g:C December* reached Dhe line Dsrobabin, i.as- 'ovKa, -cw, 

r a l-.ho oDh, army assuined the defence^ covering from tne v;est a • 

: :: aad raar ox ' he ist. Guards ^irnr/-, 

0” the left v.’ing of the front, the 5tho Tanl-c Armyj. metJolp.k 
' = ‘ aora resistance; v.ageti a bitter battle in the tactical zut.v^ ot 
: ' enen-.y^s defences* This can be escplained by the fact chat c u 
- Command/ continued to bring fenr.-ard reserves frora the r j=u' 

:ic-. to rsinforce t'iO tiirust in the direction of Cnernishuot'-sk . x. 

' or- OB* 

Suuvria of the Second Phase of the, Qp^atlon,. 

The second phase of the operation encompassed the 25th, to 
:/'th, of DecemVser. During that time the troops of the o>..h. , 

:ur.rds -ormy, and the right -flanicing formations of the 3rd. Guard? 

generally reached their planned objectives and continued the 
. -ittle while consoll-dating this position. Farts of the 1st, buax'o.a 
..rmy continued the battle for the destruction of the encircled enoi: 

group? in the area Gartmashevka and Chert kovo. 

On tho left flank of the 3rd, Guards and on the right 
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reak'through on the Don 




Lank of the 5th* Tank Army a relentless battle the nev/ly 

: ou,^dit*»v-p reserves continued* 

The significant success of the tvoops o£ the south-vrestern 
had been achiet^ed under difficult v/inter conditions, with h 
• v e:ttended system of communicatioas and an insufficient suppi.; 
:-tor transport. All this did not liave the effect of reducing: 

;.e tempo of the pursuit but gave a special character to the actic- 
he troops and caused a number of additional difficulties . 

The main points v;ere these: 

1, The separation of the artillsrjr frcm the advancing troop;j 
, ; :;C!ou>at of tho iaok of gasoline. In this -.onnection, iz^illery 
t ort-, of the advancing troops had to be paor.'.ded. frcm lorse-a h r 
. t ilery and the organic morbax' submits of the for-riati<ins. T:. ; 
:M,otio:a of the artillory in the advancing units! during -i>.uu ,jc 
■i« operational depth of the aneny defence zone veakexj.el tht '1/ 

' of tho tank and rifle formations, reduced their icaed anc rs - 
ad :.n, eonsidernble losses of men and material. Oi .V v 

• . r. - ticularly with the destruction of tho defsnded ..oc— ^ 

' the lio.uidattcn of the encircled enemy gi'oups, wore the e- • ■ 

— oAor 

ioThe separation from the inotoriael and mobile forces 
' ire- lie nt, utili^^ation cf tark formations xn a holding 
-r. o:f infontry units. ThlF: l ed to the dispersion o 


ani corps cirer 


a vjlds front as v/ell as the saf ega . 


Of tho rear, considorably reduced their „anoeuverability , toah 
, .1 thsir stri. ins force and reduced the speed of pursuit.. 

The reparation of the infantry from the banks forced Inda;..-*. . 

. ■ action If the latter in the depth of the enemas defence and 

...da the cask of both (tanks and infantry) more difficult, ns a 
. ult cf this many d. fended points and fortified lines had t^ b. 

.Ht for twice, first with tanlcs and then with infantry. 

' 3. even though our reconnaisance -aerial, ground, and ^ 

^ents - was able, during the preparation of the attack, to v , 
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\£i aecurat-e picture of the enemy^s defensive posliton and ox hj.s 
•.r:eru^'^h, du.ring the course of the bat-tie it often failscl to supp--. 
.av CGir^aand vlth the necessary information concerning the enemv. 

CO CPS frequently encountered ^mexpeetedly large and smalj, enex - 
proups, became involved in battle \ri.th them wjphout knowixig thecr 
v.rangth and dispositions® As a result of tiixs our troops oXoc^.. / 
fought e:^ 0 nded battles v;ith rearguards u^hile the enemy max:. 

. - _ _ ^ orrir»V\i*hi a Y \d “vXVj hrip ©VT tO ohO }X03>.U SUXt .:’ .v- - 

. s:3 C? w— .. 

utuz'al boundaryo 

4« Hostile air povrer also had a eonsidex’abie xiu.luence o.*.^ 

-cc llity end manosuy srabllity of our tank ard mechaniised f orrv: cxo.v 
. ^r, -• -JAse of lack of air co%?er by our air force c.nd xrssuihxcxeirc ..yi-- 
.-.rcraft dcfGns:oa® 

5c The greet distance separating army headpuaj'ters from tee 
troops, TJlth insufficient communications, made the opera; 

- n;.l direction of the troops dlfficul.tq Army head^uxartors vex s / • 

. ;.va able to I'GCcive situation reports from the troopu and : : p 
.. bocame necessary as a result of the sxv.. <• 

6.V Tha '-/ork ox the rear services was also xade c^rtr^nely ~ . 

- .t beoauso of tae continuously lengtheiiing d5rtances, ^'he 
r .jirco lying the troops xrith POL, ainmunitlou, anr r. ood, grevv v; *-* 
.v'obleui ox the firfst magnitude on vrhich the out come ox the t > 

V ration dependodc Despite the reinforcement of tLv command ccr: 

.. Vae officers of the rear service, the troops vxperiencr: r 

viortaf^e of battlro supplies and POL, This had a sxgnrPrcant xi » I . - 
on the speed of advance* 

Al-\ -the abo’se mentioned diffitiuifcies and shortages fjhich ■ hi 
■ rcops of the sonth-vjestern front experienced during, the pursi r ; 
^jraitod the mobility and manoeuverability of the uJiits anc axt nc: 
Ilow the fulfillment of the planned speed of advance. 

This gave the enemy the opportunity to withdrav? parts cf 
troops. Besides, in the ;.'.cMrosov3k sector the enenty v?as aoj.e it' n-v 
uD nex'/ units frcwi other sectors of the front and v.-itli tneir a r 
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; .<rCB TlJ^SLk'ilOH 

, 

— — — H T 

■ .1^1 on the.northern shore of the Bystraya. and retain mdex 

acK&rol not only the station Tat sinskaj'^a ' ^But also a line of 
• '.iiriication for its Tormoainsk group — the railroad from 0^... 

),\:j .i ;5,k*/-ciyOw o 

new task was set for the troops of the front, and particu.ar. 
f.raotfj of the 3rd. Guards Army, to destroy the det.ermlnad c '-rw, 

; eaGG a3.ong the river Bystraya in ord»r toassure the clestruot ■, o.,. 

. /'iOTO^ovsk «”Tormo3k groupo 

The battie for this assignment constituted the third phase ;.r, 

.V-: cpe:"^a.tiono 

U;'-':;' ci' space prevents even a short d js.'.riptlon oj. '-ho bat- -- 
ooa^-luding phase of the operation of tha s out h--we stern 
Tt riust onj.y bo noted that in the ooncluCine phase of the 

otoration. troops of the soi^h-westem front concluded -hr 
r- or f or thoiiio The Tormosk ^youping of the enemy v^aa '.o 

• cb hp. joint action cf the soiith-Mestern an: Stalingrad 
! in ’Wwo con’olete encirclement of the hostlxo xorceM 
. Tixc- C.\s.:ancs between the German forcet -.tn 0 

G-r-o.Jan forces remained at ovor ZOO km o;U‘- tie ocir^ar-. 
.:;.-idraw -rbund the river Korthern Donets luvier '.io ;ao:-i 

-a o'-oopo. 

■:;?i:,Tr.iftPY AHD COKCI.USIQIL- 

of - December operation of the south-o-est err ir ;-.7t 
aouipmont were inflicted os2 tie an.enc ra 
a- arced to .-d >-hdraw behind the river northern Jeusts or- 
■ r, r-ecerd ir;a,ior encirclements 


suc cess Or 


the troops of the s out h-vre stern fi'ont r.f.i> 


L r;o the folJ-Owin^: 

The high cormand of the Red Array, despite the difficr. 
.ances existing in the south in the second haxf of 
to maintain a strategic reserve and to collect euc^agn 
1 for the oonduct of an attack on a broad front. 
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iis - - cX'MCE XJldNSLflliON 

t: t, hr oi j gh on th o_._Qnri _ 




2 4 Ai'trlic’igh, t^ii0 c cni]n8.2ici oX’ t^ii© soutli-*vfsSw32?n. l***025.v djLd. Tio^ hcivc;; 
.;r: overvjiieiming roajorit}^ over the Osrman forces, it managed to ach--: 
a'£ superiority in the direction of the main thrust * to break thr- 
,2t-. a strongly fortified defended sone and to exploit success In 
/a operational dsptho 

3^ The comniand of the front managed to keep the place and a .r^o 
of the main thruat a secret# The concentration under cover, ohe 
.‘,rr;er re-'^'rouping, and active reconnalsancs I:*! secondary direc*- .c; 

otely disorientated uhe enemy ^ though the Qex^an eor]iL;/-.::.a 

a:- of the preparations for an attack, its strength and sweep v^rs 
t.'^aoXy unexpected ty them® 

^ The success af the operation bore out the CM’roctness os a .a 
-—■in diract^.or? vthe presence of Italian troops ov- the riglt. 

. r a? '’ tO 0 hasty vy.rep'aration of ohe ci xsnce on the i-lank; 

Ms . imlM of hhs attack {the enomy^s whole attciitl'^r was da; '•• 

" a,. / r assists-xce of the oncirciod troops in htalla‘^’ad ) ^ 

daring the paamilng of the operation considerable o;ten doa: 
^ate . to 5.nsiire the protection of the flanks of tne esa; a.t a 
• -f ahc froac-s As the result of this all tus atteu^pta >y ii 

• ^ cc osea: tnronah from the west falledp The right M lari.. iua dt ■ 
aopulced all enemy attacks and v^os able to ccui-tro v d; 

■cGPpiol area, and thus abrls to support the Ist* Guarclr! • ^p 

a a aM illnent of Its task^ This also applied to the Ith^ • 

-hath noid coa.oidaj'able forces on its fronts 
ti. O’ ' particaLla.x/ importance to Lri.e outcome of tiie opera^-a -.-A - 

etbM used* The concentric capture of separate enemy gr^o' po 
a;: acutlve erushint blov;s on the onemy led to his aispersxon : a. 

aucirciement and isolation of his units and f ernationso Tr t 
"vsts cioliverGd at the rear areas and at the ene'o:‘lM itnos o.i 
cat ions demoralized the troops, iaa.de comiRuaication 
. ' 1 ir u** osslble , ancL p'rovented the transmission of ;>rde.v r.r^ 
lu- The oppoi'tiuiity to organise resistance and niade pcsstcie 
u struct ion in smali- segments# 
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7 - t'^roops of the south— vrester^ rront never let the initiate 

e 7lip from their hands« This MdMe^^d/t^anks to their clever 

throughout tljiB operation^ 

£ "^1:73 rifl units and formations proved themsalvsB as dettr- 

fighters ajho bent all their eiTorts to the fulfillirent of 
rujO/ gjinien 1 :s r As an example of this can serve the ouoat art •. i-' 

; ;uui of the rifle formations of the 1 st. lioarcLs Army 

ait. encirclement and destruction of th© twenty --thou sand 
-n aaeny i^oup In the area of Arbusovka* 

aftcnitn t-hv) fact that the enei-ay had much more motor uransrc-". 

. - n to evacuate his inain force, the inajor part or vro.:.;. 

: con c-'i ard either deBtroyed or taken prisonex'*© 

? .success of the infantry was due to artii.-“ er 


of' 


ar:V 


■ . 1 .' 
'•out-e , = 
"•a 1:1 an 


i.'Ov.ees supposrted Kv vd»th lire and v/hee-uBc. ^.'-t 
U' roj^AderGd priceless 3 ^:ppo^t to our advancing -croc o n 
dct^ T’r:d.ned pin-suit of tae enemy by the Tank a. - 

'.em.ox’ mention, as v-ell thol:c high nianoeuveu ati-. 

. = ot aiid initiative during the oatule^ j a l ae ; 

•i;:pv.’.. r'indiiig themselves far av/ay fx'or' their sup.; ■ • 

raised the oneniy^s main cosruuuD let t Ions , cu.- v - 
la suc.eeasfiilly Tou^ht f.'^aiast v.hv ■:it,hcir a- ■ : 

• roops. i'ha brilliant raid by tha i'V-b. .ai:.;-. • 

ats.insU, the claver organitatlon of the r.J- . 

0 ■ i-'rr:^& cl ti'-at r>laoe. the heroic battle v.hile tcing co.: ;- 
;f. a. tho ol.l-conducted breakout from the Qf>clrr;leT!C-;:-' ::• :•■: 

st’.o cr. Dcco. ibsr d spit.e the numerical superiority oi the 
>;a roI.:a of ?it.e.-.dfastne 3 S, determination, and skill.. Tae r.oxt ■ 
; 7 kl., Ian':: neglr.snt into the enaray’s rear area and the leEtr-r.'.. 
: ' - tv tankiate of a •'ceu-thousand sti’ong, 'iroup of Italias'.s one, 

the ai'.'a of Sourirhoz "Red Davfii^ , also i atet. 

-s loeursi-ability, daring, and co-oriige of the tank unitSc T.'*& 
troops of t.e led Ariny can vrsll learn from the exarapie o. 
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r^.cjiyi-hroiigh on fehe Joa. JL, — 

n 1 : 1 st- s of* tr h e s out> h*»w e st- er*n t v on.'t e 

These sre the special reasons Tor the success of the Decerih 
e^/auee by the troops of the south-western fronts 

The December operation by the south-western xroni:. basteu : ; 

^ day So Despite the winter conditions, and the very 


iications avic. the dlf fiouI,tiGS encounter^ed in suppi;^! 
3 . the averag^v speed of advance per day for rifle lor: 
Eirtv’ee::^ J-0 to 13 Uiri* The speed of movement of the tcih- 
:,i:;:.,idarably M-pher, bub, cn the vdiole, they were b-.^.o 
cd fi>:Pre v.mth the result that the operation las'-ot, x 


T' x;; ^“r perl.c'X^c oi 'Lno op 


eratioa of the soutn-vrester 


ooiDl-c to dXcXvj concxusxo-: 


icuia concerning tiie conduct 


broai:.t trough of a ncdsrn defence, even vIlou 
.-' rf-s r.f -ho aotackiug forces such a surjorxer 
wGvSid '^Ive the auvancliig iorc-sj trjt 
• te fuo'-n dof uidocl points and give the ingaJU 


'ler t ha.t 


bho en.eivy can not rec-oves 


^ r ' ar d t c h an :l 7 , eel tre-opB hav o s hcvjn t h o m s ei v e ■ 
'U. r^xoloit success in a uodern advancirg oyev- 


atii'o to be 


>uaad together In order that the^ 


- _*-i- rr;^ c? • ^ -ar^ <1 o 1 ^ n "t. H o O aG a. Ot. XOH 0-1 

C- ‘P'eaX 3^. SligLrii > --kCXi Vk— — - -- 


oio* 


1,0 secondary basks (the holdxng o 


'f 


rilling thea.= 


.^j^-'s^rdlns; of ccmmvni cat ions etc.^, • Ico.cc ■;-c i 
speed of advance and prevents ta-ik troops fre; 
9 tasks for vjhich they are designed, ?rom this 


r--'- t’^o oonclraion that front s and armies should be scutTi; so. 
9 sufficient nu.mber of raotewised Infantry who can take i v: 
selves to seenre and hold the success of the tank forraati - u; 
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Lthout motorized inTantry the not have been I 

. a position to e^loit iiilly their capabilities^ I 


3o The success of an advance depesads considerably on air suppo^t^ 
Is glides the troops greater freedom of manoeuvr*©, v/hich is a Itc:- 
r^.ve factor in modern operations, and protects the ground from im- : 
ecessary losses in men and equipment ^ During the preparation ox the 
r oration and during its course, one should try to utilize aviation 
ntraiized so that aerial intervention can be directed in the da- 
• sivo dii-eotiou and at the decisive moment of the operation® 

4 o Of all the command problems the most important is the organ- 
isation cf coordination of the action of the troops during an oper-* 

As exT^erience shows, in the iTiaJority of situations in the first 
asa of t he operations, prior to the breakthrou^ of the enemy "is 
itaaees, v.iien the headquarters are in location and have well-*eet- 
^Alabed communications, v/hen the commanders and their staffs have ^ 
time to discuss problems of coordination, the organization 
: coordinated action is essential* 

Ifa the dynamics of battle, when nevx tasks arise, v/hen fl^erdblo 
-iwuid is re^ ulrecl and quick direction of the troops to the more 
yo 'tor«t of the nei: tasks is necessary, lack of coordination ok 
c cor-B often in evidence* This can be explained by insuffic: eot 
:tiTity of staffs In coordinating the activities of troops dm Arg 
icrrat in the depth of the enemy’s defences and part.icalariy dvriJAr; 

o time of piatsuit* This was also caused by failure to utiXi' ^ eA 
I t available modern means of communications, particliiiajtly radio ; 
e: :-h& timely transmission of the coiaraander’s decisions to t-ho 
y t ord5,nat e troops * 

5a Flexibility of command and coordination of the action of th^ 
t.ropps of a quickly-developing operation requires that the coiuinand 
osvS be close to the activities of the troops. The success of 
>:>cr dination of troop action depends to a considerable extent on 
>roper work of the signal service and flexible utilisation of the j 
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iVillable rasonos of signal equipment during th® oounn* j 

7 . ooireot accounting for the materiel reaolrem»«n and the 
^o„r tiKi.ng of the forvard movement of the requirement, for one o, 
,o other phase of tho op«-atlon. constitute the main taekn^of one 

• .Mila? for tho supplying of tho troops. Account has aoso oo l,i 
tken of the avaliahle means of transportation, so that timely ee- 
loiry of a sufficient amount of the battle requirements can ba 
iMeered. It Is obvious that the more difficult tho theatre of 
-.l.tarj. action, the longer the road, the more motor transport is 

• oulred in order to eupply the troop, uith the material neceesltw 

r r combatie 

The motorization of the rear should correspond to the 
r irir of the troops v.dth aviation, tanks, artillery, mortar 
I^and others, in proportion to their increased requirement for 

(v, battlG Guppli®->, etCo 

•niv. these several general conclusions can be dravai from •-•« 
iMui-aice af the troops of the souch-uestorn front in hecenfte:- if 


The experience gathered by the troops pf the south-, lesterf, 
■ant during this op«-atio« and the lessons learned from It «a.-e 

,,,-iched considerably the knov, lodge of tho Red Arm,- in 

tACtlcs of manoeuvareo ihxs x .1^ 
Oi '.he operationai a=6 and in the tactice 

nerve as a stimulus for even more crushing td.-M 
tvn our hated enemy o 
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